4

His majefty declares; in the moft folemn .
manner, that his dcfire to preferve and to cul<
tivate peace and friendly iatercourfe with the
court of §pain, has been uniform and fincere;;
and that his conduét towards that power has
been guided by no other motives or principles
than thofe of good faith, honour and juttice ;
and his majeity fees with the greatelt furprife
the pretences on which this  declaration is
grounded, as fome ot the grievances enumerat-
ed in that paper have never come to the know-
ledge of his majefty, either by reprefentation
on the part of the catholic king , or by intel-
ligence from any other quarter ; and in all
thofe cafes where applications have been re-
ceived, the matter of complaint has been
treated with the utinoft attention, and put in-
to a courfe of enquiry and redrels.

His majefty has the firmett confidence, that
his faithful commons will, with that zeal and
public fpirit which he has fo often experienc-
ed, fupport his Majefty in his refolution to
exert all the power, and all the refources of
the nation, to refit and repel any hoftile at-
tempts of the court of $pain; and that, b
the blefing of God, on the rectitude ot his
intentions, and the equity of his caufe, his
majefty will be able to withftand and defeat the
unjuft” and dangerous enterprifes of his ene-
mies, againft the bonour ot his crown, and
the commerce, the rights, and the common
interefts of all his fubjects, -

Thefe imnportant papers being read, lord
Noith moved for an humble addrefs to this
majefty, and was feconded by lord John Ca.
vendi&:, afluring his majefty that his faithful
commons were ready to affit him with their
lives and fortunes againft his enemies.

No debate enfued, and the queftion being

—put, it'pafled in the uffirmative without a di-
vifion.

Lord John Cavendifh now moved the houfe,
¢ That an humbte addrefs be prefented to his
majefty praying his majefty that the wHoLE

_force of Great-Britain, both naval and miljta-
' “ry, might be immediately collected together,
and dire€ted AGAINST THE HOUSE OF BOUR-
BON.™

Mr, Yenkinfon, aware of the ingenuity gwith
which this motion was framed, inftantly re-
quired of the noble lord who propofed it, that
he would inform the houfe, whether by the
words THE WHOLE FORCE OF GREAT-BRI-
Taln, he meant to include the naval and mi-
litary force at prefent employed in America.

Lord Fobn Cavendib readily admitted this to
be included in the meaning of his mbtion, and
was [gtonded by Mr. Thomas Townfend.

This occafioned a very warm and general
debate, which continued till eleven o'clock, in
the courfe of which the whole of the Ameri-
can war was travelled over afrefh, and all the
errors and follies of miniftry brought into re-
view, and pointed againit them with the moft
acrimonious fatire, and reproach, particularly
by Mr. Fox,’ who was up for an hour and a
half; fometimes fhooting like a meteor through
the regions of eloquence azzling the whole
houfe, as it were, with the beauties and bril-
liancy of his-declaration and at other times
pouring down his farcaims, and ftriftures, like
a catar#&t on the minifter, and hi; wretched
dependehts "7 qg .

The miniftry at leng

th afraid to;negative

the motion, and unwilling to let it pafs, Mr,

/

/

7
r/ .

Jenkinfon moved, by way of getting rid of it,
that tbe baufe foauld adjourn, which being divid-
ed upon:

There appeared for the motion
Aganttit ’ 80
Majority 76

The houfe then broke up, and the fpeaker
is to attend his majefty at St. James's this day
with the addrefs votect yeiterday.

Housk oF Lorps, Furze 13. Yeciterday,
as foon as the houle met, lord Weymouth,
one of his majefty’s principal fecretaries of
ftate, laid betore their lordfhips a meffage from
hii majefty, to the fame purport as that
bifought to the commons, and accompanicd
with a tranflatjon of the manifelto delivered
on Wednefday from the court of §pain, by
her ambaflador here. After which, the nobe
lord, in a fhort fpeech, moved the houfe for
arf humble addrefs to his majefty, affuring his
majefty that their 1ord1hips'2vcre willing to ha-
zard their live§ and fortunes in defence of his
perfon and government.

Lord Abingdon, with great fpirit, oppofed
the motion. No probability appeared, he
faid, of feeing our public affairs putintoa bet.
ter fituation, or our calamities removed or
alleviated, by thofe men who had by a {feries
of the moit grofs, obftinate, and unexampled
follies, plunged us into a thoufand difficultiss.
Our prcfcnt%tuation, bis lordthip farther con-
tended, was now become’ fo critical as to re-
quire the advice and confent of our abicit
ftatefmen, and that itwould be highly abfurd
indeed, to entruft the conduct of the war,
when extended to the whole houfe of Bour-
bon, to thofe very minifters who had woefully

roved themfelves wholly incapable of defend-
ing us with any kind of fuccels or reputation
againft a part of it. His lordfhip brought into
one point of view the whole mifconduét of
adminiftration, pointed out their ignorance
and inability in the moft remarkable inftances,
with proper animadverfions thereon, and laid
immediately at their doors the deaths of thofe
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thoufands of brave men who have beenfacri=—welth—his—maj

ficed in the courfe of the American war.

His lordfhip remarked, how entirely the
miniftry had loft all confidence of thé people ;
that confidence, he faid, which it was fo necet-
fary for a miniftry to enjoy, before they could
act with efficacy and fuccefs : finally maintain-
ing, that the fpirit of the puolic was fo damp-
ed by the J)rcfcnt men -in power, that the
really could not find it in their hearts to wifh
for victory while they continued to guide the
reins ot government. His lordfhip therefore
moved, *¢ For an. humble addrefs to his ma-
jefty, praying, that his majefty would be gra.
cioufly pleafed to remove the prefent fervants
of the crown from his conﬁ@ce, advice, and
councils.”

The noble lord’s motion brought on a very
warm and genesral debate; after which' there
appeared, upon its being put,

. - § 22

Contents, -
Not contents, - : 6o
Majority, - 38
Lord Abingdon’s motion, which his lord.
thip-had moved by way of amendment to the
motion for addrefling his majefty, being got
rid of, the duke of Richmond propofed another
amendment, by moving, ¢ ‘1 hat an humble
addrefs be prefented to his majefty, praying,
that his majefty would be gracioufly pliafed to

change the prefent {yfiem of tneafures k
down in the cabinet, and purfued by bhis g
jefty's minifters.” s L
His grace reprefented, with his ufual g
fenf= and force of argument, the very d
gcmus principle of our politics tor fome yuy

ack, pointed out the many unhappy ev
which had enfued therefrom, together wy
the calamitous ftate to which we were now p;
duced, and was confident that nothing butg
entire alteration of our public meafures cou
poffibly fave the Britith empire from utter
ftruction.

A fe.ond debate, equally warm and {piny
with the firft, now t9¢3¢ place, after which iy
grace’s motion was .rejected, by a majorityq
34, there being,

Contents, - - B 1
Non contents, - . 66

The two amendments being fcverally throm
out, lord Weymouth's motion, as origini
ftated, was put and carried without a divifis
Atter which the houle adjourned.
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At the court at St. James's, the 18th of Jun,

1779.
P RESENT, ;
The KING's Mot Excellent Majefty &
Council,
WHEREAS the ambaffador of the king
of Spain has, by order of Kis court, deliverd
to lord vilcount Weymouth a paper, in whid
it is declared, that his Catholic Majetty ia.
tends to have recourfe ito arms, under the
groundlefs pretence of obtaining reparation ke
injuries fuppofed to have been received; ad
whereas the faid ambaffador has received or.
ders to retire-from this kingdom without tit.
ing leave. His majelty, being determinedt
take fuch meafures as are neceflary for vindi.
cating the honour of his crown, is pleafed, by
and with the advice of his privy coungil, to
order, and it is bhereby oidered, that genenl o
reprifals be granted againft the fhips, goods lf"d %mc
and fuhjeéts of the king of Spain, fo thatx e
1 and {Eip:,' as-alfoul Q- F

other fhips and veffels that thall be commi(Eon- In the

ed by letters of marque or general reprifals, oo Bl rarty of 1
otherwife, by his majelty's commiflioners for ahout §o |
executing the office of lord high admiral of Bl e Trou
Grreat-Britain, fhall and may lawfully feizel marched

thips, veffels and goods belonging to the kizg the coun
of Spain, or his fubjeéts, or others inhabitants B Ci3;ke's-’
within any the territories of th¢ king of Spais, Bl fde of §)
and bring the fame to judgment in any of the ing, whe
courts of admiralty within his majefty’s do. inhabitan
minions ; and to that end, his majefty’s advo- barity, bi
cate-general, with the advocate of the adol- [ furpiture,
ralty, are forthwith to prépare thedraughtofa il The milif
commiffion, and prefent the fame to his #a- 'clofely t]
jefty at his board, authorifing the commif. ble of’O,
fioners for executing the ofice ‘of lord hizh Il with the
admiral, cr any perfon or perfons by then BB boats twc
empowered and appointed, to iffue forth 104 B of major

grant letters of marque and reprifal to anyof lay on t
his majefty's fubjects, or others whom the fd B they fet |
commiffioners fhall deem fitly qualified in that B )| their §
behalf, for the apprehending;- ‘eizing and - [ articles.

ing the fhips, veflels and s belonging g
Spain, and the vaffals and fitbje&ts of the ki C

of Spain, or any inhabittng within_his coe 8unday
tries, territories or dominions ; and that fi morning,
powers and claufes be inferted in the faid con-Jil Cheefequ
~mtitorr as have been ufual, and are accordis during w
_the 1nha

to former precedents ;———And his majep
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